FROM   TSARDOM   TO   THE   STALIN   CONSTITUTION
Soviets, which, under the Constitution, had to meet "at least
twice a year." (Article 26.)
The village Soviets were elected on the basis of one member
for every hundred inhabitants, but the total of representatives
thus elected could not be less than three or more than fifty. The
village Soviet elected an Executive Committee, and the Soviet
had to meet not less than twice a week.
The volost Soviets were elected by the representatives of all
the village Soviets in each volost. The volost Soviet elected an
Executive Committee. The volost Soviet had to meet not less than
once a month, and was summoned by the Executive Committee.
The uyezd Soviets consisted of representatives of the volost
and town Soviets in each uyezd. The uyezd Soviets elected an
Executive Committee, which had to summon a meeting of the
uyezd Soviet every three months.
The gubernia Soviet was composed of representatives of the
uyezd and town Soviets in each gubernia. The gubernia Soviet
elected an Executive Committee, which was responsible for sum-
moning a meeting of the gubernia Soviet once every three months.
Each village, volost, uyezd, and gubernia Soviet was the highest
authority in its locality, but the village Soviet had to subordinate
its action to the volost Soviet, the volost to the uyezd, the uyezd
to the gubernia, and the gubernia to the All-Russian Congress of
Soviets.
The town Soviets were elected on the basis of one member for
each 1,000 inhabitants. Each town Soviet elected an Executive
Committee, which had to convene a meeting of the town Soviet
not less than once a week.
Deputies to the village, volost, uyezd, gubernia, and town
Soviets were elected for a period of three months. All Soviet
citizens who had attained the age of eighteen years, and who
obtained their livelihood by productive and socially useful labour,
or were the dependants of such persons, were entitled to vote and
to be elected to the Soviets.
Soviet citizens who used hired labour or lived on investments,